Specter Opposes Wiretaps 
J^s Weapon Against Crime 
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Harrisburg — District Attorr 
ney Arlen Specter said todag 
that “wiretapping, and, eaves- 
dropping are serious invasions 
of individual liberty;”! . - v 

Ipeaking to the State Govern- 
ment Committee on a Senate 
bifll, labeled Protection of 
Privacy Act, Specter 1 said ; the 
threat to per sonal jiberfies : ' > f ax 
outweighed the utility"^fe-jyire4 
tapping in combatting ibrgh- 
niied crime. 

As for crimes of ’ yiolencej 
said Specter, wiretappiAg;wouId 
have no measurable- effect. 

Specter said tp-^fraditionai 
means of fighting,; Organized 
crfine had p/ovedj effectiye in 
Pennsylvania a evidenced by 
th£ i n vp s t i pa t n r v G ra n d - .Th r v 
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^cohruptioh iff government and 
industry. 

Among the dangers, of', wire- 
t a:‘p ping and; Eavesdropping, 
said ;S^6i^r»"® their potential 
for illicit use. 

“Wiretapping ‘ and eaves- 
dropping can'be sources of in- 
formation for blackmail, ex- 
tortion, political harassment, or 
other forms of repression. Sim- 
ply stated, they can be sources 
of information-dor what is no- 
body’s business,” he; said. 

Finally, •wiretapping or eaves- 
dropping ; lend. ..themselves to 
widespread abuse, said Specter. 

“We cait^realisticaUv ! antici- 
pate the use oFtmy Electronic 
^ devices "which can be attached 
to a person’s clothing in order 
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to transmit his every word, 
whether he is at home .or stroll 
ing on some, “deserted’’ beach. 

« “This is.: too great av price to 
pay in the] loss of personal, lib- 
erty when • Compared with the 
■gains made in the war on 
crime,” he concluded. 
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